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CITY OF BRADFORD METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

MEETING OF COUNCIL – TUESDAY 17 OCTOBER 2023 

ITEM 4 WRITTEN ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE LORD MAYOR 

 

FAREWELL TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE, KERSTEN ENGLAND, CBE 

I would like to pay tribute to our former Chief Executive, Kersten England, on her 
retirement. 

Kersten became Chief Executive of the Council in 2015 and has long been a 
passionate champion and advocate for Bradford and its people.  

Her local government career has spanned 33 years, with 14 of them spent in the role 
of Chief Executive, both here and for six years in the City of York.  Prior to joining us, 
Kersten’s career encompassed work in the higher education, central government (as 
Director of Local Government for Yorkshire and the Humber) and the voluntary sector.   

From the outset, her time with us has been marked by her committed drive to build 
and enable resilient and confident communities, to support local democracy, 
strengthen partnership working and to embed sustainable and inclusive urban growth.    

Kersten’s dedication to this district has been second to none and her being awarded 
the CBE, for services to the communities and economy of Bradford, in Her late Majesty 
The Queen’s New Year Honours list in 2020, amply confirmed this. 

Kersten leaves us as we look forward to an exciting and transformational year as the 
UK’s City of Culture in 2025, an accolade which reflects the renewed ambition and 
drive felt right across our district.   

I feel sure that you will wish to join me in extending our gratitude to Kersten for her 
tireless work on behalf of the people of Bradford and in wishing her many years of 
health, happiness and well-deserved rest in the future. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DR LORRAINE O’DONNELL 

I am delighted to welcome, to her first Council meeting here, our new Chief Executive 
Dr Lorraine O’Donnell.   

Lorraine grew up in Northern Ireland and, prior to joining us, she spent three and a 
half years as Chief Executive of Cheshire East Council, a large unitary authority in the 
northwest.  

Lorraine has spent the majority of her local government career in the northeast, almost 
all of that time at Corporate Leadership Team level.  

Before joining local government, Lorraine completed a doctorate in theoretical physics 
at Oxford University, having completed a first degree there.  
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We all look forward to working closely with Lorraine and I know that you will join me in 
congratulating her on her appointment and extending to her the warmest of welcomes 
to Team Bradford.  We very much hope that she enjoys her new role with us and that 
a successful and rewarding journey lies ahead for her in helping shape the future of 
this unique district. 

 

DEATH OF FORMER COUNCILLOR ALAN RYE 

Members will be saddened to learn of the death of former Cllr Alan Rye, at the age of 
80. 

Alan represented the Keighley South Ward from 1982 until 1990 and was a committed 
and driven public servant, who served the people of his community with passion and 
unflagging energy.   

On Council his interests centred particularly on matters relating to education, housing 
and social services. 

I have written to his widow, Sheila, to convey our gratitude for his time on this Council 
and to express our sympathy at his passing. 

 

CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

I am sure that you will share my great concern at the ongoing situation in Israel and 
Palestine. 

We are horrified at the loss of life. We mourn their loss.  We want the bloodshed to 
stop.  This conflict benefits no-one. 

We stand together for the cause of humanity, to pray for peace and an end to this 
conflict. 

 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

I was delighted to attend the ceremony to raise the Black History Month flag in 
Centenary Square on 1st October.   

The marking of this month is a very tangible and meaningful way in which the impact 
of black heritage and culture can be shared, widely celebrated and fully understood. 
The contributions of people from African and Caribbean backgrounds have often been 
overlooked in the past and, every year, this month acts as a strong means of righting 
that imbalance.   

This June we remembered the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the Windrush 
generation and the remarkable legacy they created.  A part of this year's Black History 
Month has also been to place the focus squarely on the exceptional achievements of 
black women, especially those who have been forgotten.   
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The Lady Mayoress and I are very much looking forward to attending a family and 
community event later this month which also celebrates and explores black history 
and culture, both past and present.   

I would encourage everyone to try and attend one of the events being held across the 
district to mark this significant month. 

 

YORKSHIRE IN BLOOM AWARDS 

Now that summer has drawn to its close, it is a good time to reflect on the hard work, 
imagination, talent and creativity which has provided us with some great floral displays 
around our district throughout the spring and summer months.   Roadsides, green 
spaces, parks, towns and villages have once again been a blaze of colour and 
originality.   

From the members of our Parks and Green Spaces teams, to green-fingered groups, 
organisations and individuals, all perform remarkable work in making the environs in 
which we live, work and play more attractive, vibrant and welcoming. 

It is, naturally, always gratifying to see these great efforts being formally recognised 
and I know you will all wish to join me in congratulating not only the winners of these 
prestigious Yorkshire in Bloom awards but also all the organisations and individuals 
for their tremendous effort and enthusiasm in the creation of such eye-catching 
displays.   

They have truly enhanced the Bradford district for residents and visitors alike and I 
offer our thanks and congratulations to all those involved. 

Entrant Award  
Category 6 Parks, Gardens, 
Cemeteries & Public Buildings 
(aimed at “Friends of Groups”) 

  

Cliffe Castle Park, Keighley Platinum   
Roberts Park Gold  
Harold Park Gold   
Keighley Town Hall Square  Platinum   
   
Category B4 Tourist Attractions   
Keighley & Worth Valley railways  Silver Gilt  
Lister Park  Silver Gilt  
   
C1a Small Village    
Esholt in Bloom Silver Gilt   
   
C3a Small Town    
Wilsden in Bloom Silver Gilt Category 

Winner 
Menston in Bloom  Silver Gilt  
   
C3b Town   
Shipley in Bloom Silver   
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C3c  Large Town    
Keighley  in Bloom Silver  
   
B3 Large Business   
Airedale Shopping Centre Gold   
   
E2 Universities, Colleges   
University of Bradford Silver Gilt  
   
Best Supported Learning 
Project Award 

  

Northcliffe Environmental 
Enterprise Team (NEET) 

  

   
B2 Medium Business   
Abbeydale Residential Home, 
Ilkley  

Gold   

   
Best Commercial Entry 
Supporting the Community  

  

Airedale Shopping Centre Joint Winners  
   
   
E1 Harrogate Flower Show 
Young People Award 

  

Wilsden Primary School Silver  
 

CELEBRATIONS MARKING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CITY HALL 

This magnificent building had its grand opening on 9th September 1873 and exactly 
150 years later, its doors were thrown open for members of the public to take a look 
around.  

Thousands of people seized the chance to see behind the scenes and to learn about 
this fascinating building at an Open Weekend, which coincided with the national 
Heritage Open Days scheme. 

In the run-up to the open weekend, we hosted a series of events including a lecture 
by Dr Simon Ross Valentine, author of a book on the City Hall which was written with 
the assistance of Council officers. There were also events for representatives of the 
local Tourism and Hospitality Sector, as well as one for local business leaders, which 
also served to showcase the regeneration work going on in the city centre. 

I hosted an Afternoon Tea which was attended by many former Lord Mayors, Lady 
Mayoresses and consorts, a group of schoolchildren from Frizinghall Primary School, 
as well as representatives of the justice service, the police and fire service, the 
University of Bradford, the armed forces and the NHS. We were also joined by 
recipients of Community Star Awards, as well as those who had recently taken part in 
their Citizenship ceremony.  
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I feel certain that you will all wish to join me in thanking all those people who have 
been involved in organising the celebratory events which have allowed us to share this 
magnificent building with as wide a range of people as possible, as well as the 
volunteers and sponsors who helped to make these happen. 

 

 

 

 

77TH ANNUAL BRADFORD FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

I should like to remind all Members and Officers that the 77th annual Bradford Festival 
of Remembrance will take place at Bradford Cathedral, at 5:00pm on Sunday 5th 
November 2023. All attending are asked to be seated by 4:50pm.  

This moving event will feature the City of Bradford Brass Band, the Bradford 
Cathedral Choir and a soprano soloist. The Festival begins with community singing 
and a short concert, ahead of the Service of Remembrance.  Refreshments will take 
place following the event. 
 
Please do show your support for this worthwhile and important event, which 
remembers the courage and sacrifice of all the members of the country’s armed 
forces who have lost their lives, been injured or continue to place themselves at risk 
in the line of duty. 

Tickets to this popular evening are free but booking is essential, directly with the 
Cathedral please, using this link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-77th-bradford-
festival-of-remembrance-tickets-690029676337?aff=cs 

 

REMEMBRANCETIDE 

I should also like to remind all Members that we mark Remembrancetide in November. 

Remembrance Sunday will be observed on Sunday 12th November 2023 with a civic 
service, an Act of Remembrance and wreath-laying ceremony at Bradford Cenotaph at 
11:00am.   

Other local services take place at various locations throughout the district and a full list 
will appear on the Council’s website. 

A short service at the Bradford Cenotaph, led by the Dean, The Very Reverend Andy 
Bowerman, from Bradford Cathedral, will mark Armistice Day at 11:00am on Saturday 
11th November 2023, which you are also very welcome to attend. 
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COUNCIL – TUESDAY, 17 OCTOBER 2023 
 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Petitions (Standing Order 11) 
 
Traffic Calming Measures in East Morton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Secretariat 
Contact: Fatima Butt 07970 411746 
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COUNCIL – TUESDAY, 17 October 2023 
 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Membership of Committees and Joint 
Committees (Standing Order 4) 
 
The following membership changes have been submitted: 
 

• (d) Keighley Area Committee - That Councillor Nazam 
(Independent) to replace Councillor Clarke (Conservative 
Group) on the Keighley Area Committee for the remainder of 
the 2023/24 municipal year with effect from 23 November 2023. 

 
• (e) Shipley Area Committee – That Councillor Love (Green 

Group) to Replace Councillor Rowe (Labour Group) on the 
Shipley Area Committee for the remainder of the 2023/24 
Municipal Year with effect from 23 November 2023 and 
Councillor Watson to be an alternate Member on the 
Committee.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Secretariat 
Contact: Fatima Butt – 07970 411746 
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Agenda Item 9 – Report by the Leader of the Council 
 
Israel and Palestine 
 
We are shocked by the terrible events we have seen unfold in Palestine and Israel.  
We unequivocally condemn Hamas and the atrocities and acts of terror they have 
committed against Israeli citizens as well as British citizens and others. Hostages must 
be released immediately. 
 
The bloodshed in Israel and Palestine that we have seen has been sickening.  The 
loss of life is deplorable. 
 
The Israeli Government’s response to the attack – cutting off food, water, electricity 
and fuel from 2.4 million people including one million children, is tantamount to 
collective punishment and a humanitarian catastrophe.  International law needs to be 
adhered to at all times. 
We desperately want to see innocent civilians in both Israel and Palestine protected.   
 
We are very concerned by reports nationally and internationally of Islamophobia and 
Anti-semitism.  There is no place in Britain and particularly not in Bradford for hate 
crimes or hate speech.  We stand alongside the Police and the Bradford Hate Crime 
Alliance in tackling any such reports that occur in our district. 
 
Government announcement on Bradford city centre station 
 
The Prime Minister announced at the Tory Party Conference that Bradford would get 
its new station and be connected to the mainline with a budget attached to it of £2 
billion.  This is obviously something we have been campaigning on for some time so 
it is positive.  We want to see progress made at pace though.  Listening to the people 
of Bradford they are somewhat cynical that the Government will deliver on this 
commitment.  We have obviously been promised this investment before.  When the 
Secretary of State for Transport, Mark Harper and his Rail Minister, Huw Merriman 
visited a few days later, I relayed these concerns to them and advised them that 
progress needs now to be made at speed to silence their critics. 
 
Obviously, we need to make sure that Manchester and Leeds also have their transport 
infrastructure needs met which is why the cancellation of HS2 is so disappointing.  
Only by all the cities of the North being better connected can the Northern economy 
thrive. 
 
Bus franchising decision 
 
The West Yorkshire Combined Authority recently made the decision to move to public 
consultation on taking buses back into public control.  Franchising would allow the 
Combined Authority to set fares and routes.  The decision whether to go to franchising 
is purely the decision of the Metro Mayor and she will decide on this in March next 
year. 
 
To get a London-style bus system also requires us to have the same level of funding 
which London has.  This is currently far from the case and we will need to continue to 
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lobby further to get proper funding for bus routes.  Buses are the bedrock of our 
economy enabling people to get to work, education and leisure, we need to ensure 
they are funded properly to sustain economic growth. 
 
Local Government Boundary Review 
 
The Local Government Boundary Review happens about once every 20 years and 
most councillors should know that there is currently a review ongoing.  The Boundary 
Commission will publish their own proposals at the end of November for residents to 
comment on.  The final ward plan will be ready in spring next year ready for 
implementation in 2026. 
 
It’s worth noting that this review is only about the wards within Bradford district, it 
does not include anywhere outside the district, our external boundaries remain the 
same.   
 
£20 million for Keighley 
 
We welcome the £20 million for Keighley announced recently.  To clarify there was no 
application process for this funding, therefore Shipley did not get the chance to bid.  
25% is revenue and 75% is capital.  The money is however spread over 10 years and 
it is not clear whether this money is index-linked.  We thank Ian Hayfield as Chair of 
Keighley Towns Fund and will consult him on next steps as soon as we have clear 
guidance from Government. 
 
Northern Powerhouse Partnership Conference 
 
We were pleased to welcome this prestigious Northern Conference to Bradford City 
Hall in September.  The West Yorkshire Metro Mayor, the South Yorkshire Metro 
Mayor and the Manchester Metro Mayor were all in attendance.  Transport, Skills 
and Climate Change were the main topics of the day. 
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Agenda Item 10 

COUNCIL 

Tuesday 17 October 2023 

MEMBER QUESTION TIME - PART 1 

Questions submitted in accordance with Standing Order 12 

1. Councillor Carol Thirkill 

Residents are expressing concerns regarding ASB in the use of motorbikes, 
electric bikes and scooters in our neighbourhoods. Have the council taken any 
measures or steps with partners to address the problem which is growing and 
blighting our areas? 

Response 

The council work in close partnership with the police to combat the antisocial use 
of motor vehicles in all forms. Operation Steerside is an excellent example of 
collaborative working which is delivering regular successful outcomes. There is a 
PSPO in place to help in combatting anti-social use of motor vehicles and steps 
are being taken to ensure that it’s use is as robust as possible. 

In last 12 months the following have been actioned as direct result of 
Steerside/Anti-social Behaviour Teamwork in relation to quads and bikes: Six 
Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, Two Final Warnings, One Criminal behaviour 
Order (CBO) granted at Crown Court, with further 5 CBO pending, awaiting 
criminal charges. Fifteen Tenancy Warnings have been issued by Registered 
Social Landlords and two Notices Seeking Possession. These subjects have 
been discussed at our (adult/youth) Anti-social Behaviour Panel. 

‘Target Hardening’ to restrict access of quads to ginnels, fields and open spaces 
has taken place in some of the most problematic locations. This work is delivered 
in partnership with Highways and involves installing barriers or gates and/or 
putting down boulders. 

On-Trak West Yorkshire have delivered three Early Intervention programmes for 
young people becoming involved in anti-social behaviour related to quads/bikes. 
Up to twelve young people attend each programme where they learn to restore 
an old bicycle. The programme also includes educational inputs around county 
lines, grooming, motor bike safety, gun and knife crime, domestic abuse and 
drugs awareness. 

In Clayton and Fairweather Green, due to regular complaints and discussions 
with local Councillors, ward officers co-ordinated a partnership approach to make 
it harder for off-road bikes to access Deep Lane footpath and surrounding fields. 
This involved several meetings and site visits to identify the different landowners 
and gain agreement and support to make improvements. Boulders have been 
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installed at 4 key points along the footpath, edges of the field and quarry to 
secure access. Seven large boulders were sourced from the quarry and installed 
to prevent organised groups riding their bikes on the fields. 

2. Councillor Chris Herd 

Would the Portfolio Holder for Healthy People & Places confirm how much is 
being saved and what is meant by "more flexible care provision” in the new Home 
Support Locality Contracts, which are understandably causing many elderly and 
vulnerable residents considerable worry? 

Response 

The current home support contracts commissioned by Bradford Council five years 
ago come to an end at the end of October 2023. A discussion was held at the 
Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 6 October 2022 regarding the 
recommissioning of these contracts and a robust procurement process to replace 
them. Officers in the Department of Adult Social Care commenced the 
implementation of the new contracts 18 months ago in preparation for the new 
services to begin on Monday 30 October this year. 

The aim of the new Home Support Locality contracts is not to save money, but to 
ensure that there is a sustainable volume of home care that meets the needs of 
the district. There is an increasing demand on home support due to people 
wishing to remain happy, healthy and at home for longer as well external 
challenges, such as the difficulty recruiting sufficient adult social care workforce 
and future-proof the sector. 

The new contracts will provide a new approach with geographically localised 
services in 23 localities with two companies providing support in each locality 
area. This will enable people to receive care more quickly than at present, 
including people awaiting discharge from hospital. The contracts are for a seven- 
year term which will support the stability of the market and the local workforce. 

There are several initiatives within the new contracts to change the nature of 
homecare over the 7 years including the greater use of technology, stronger 
working relationships with the NHS and the promotion of a more flexible care 
provision for people using services. This includes a move away from ‘time and 
task’ to focussing on achieving the outcomes that are important to the person. To 
make these positive changes, there will be some temporary disruption and this 
will be managed carefully to avoid any direct difficulties for people receiving 
services. 

Letters have been sent to everyone who may be affected, informing them of the 
change of their provider organisation. Everyone affected by the change will have 
been contacted pro-actively by the Council to explain what is happening. 
Dedicated phone numbers and email addresses have been set up, with teams of 
care staff, contract and quality officers and an overall implementation team to 
support and oversee the process. 
Every person can have the opportunity to talk through any concerns or questions 
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with a member of the care team, who are trained to answer questions about the 
changes and support people who may be anxious or concerned, and who can 
also go through their options for their service. 

3. Councillor Matt Edwards 

Given the economic situation, the commitment to Net Zero, the withdrawal of 
funding by WYCA and the opposition by Leeds City Council, does the Portfolio 
Holder agree that it is time to formally abandon the deeply controversial and 
environmentally damaging South East Bradford Access Road once and for all? 

Response 

Firstly, we have to be clear that the rationale for the South East Bradford Access 
Route has primarily been around delivering much needed housing growth. The 
Core Strategy, part of the Local Plan adopted in 2017, showed that 42,000 new 
homes were needed across Bradford during the 15 year period covered by the 
plan. 

Work on the Local Plan has continued since, taking into account updated growth 
projections and methodology from government and as was clear in the Draft 
Local Plan published last year, projected demand for housing has reduced since 
the Core Strategy was adopted. However, it is important to note that the area 
around the proposed access road is still designated as a growth area in the Draft 
Local Plan. 

This work is continuing, and therefore I am unable to comment further at this time 
but as ward members I will ensure you are informed of any future progress or 
decisions on this scheme. 

4. Councillor Brendan Stubbs 

At the meeting of Council in July you assured me that you "We do not want the 
young people of Eccleshill to miss out on swimming” we are now more than 3 
months on from that meeting and still the promised ‘Swim for All’ sessions have 
not been restored. 

In follow up emails you claimed August 1st would see the start of a Tuesday 
evening session, this was replaced a week later by "There are still a few technical 
aspects and procedures to be signed off” and "the facilities team are doing there 
upmost to re-introduce these sessions”. 

Parents, young people and I are concerned that this matter is not treated with the 
upmost urgency, and we cannot see how it is so difficult to provide local children 
with ‘swim for all’ sessions that continue at all the district’s other swimming pools. 
Our young people have been treated very poorly by the Council and this must be 
resolved now. 

Please can you provide an honest and firm date for the Tuesday ‘Swim for all’ 
session to be restored and the timetable for when all the remaining ‘Swim for all’ 
session at Eccleshill Pool to be restored. 
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Response 

I thank Cllr Stubbs for his question and his fellow Eccleshill councillors who have 
raised this with me, and I have to say that I share the concerns regarding the lack 
of sessions for unaccompanied young people. 

Just to clarify, young people have always been able to swim at Eccleshill as part 
of a family group. 

The issue first arose when staff and other customers at Eccleshill Pool were 
treated very badly by some unaccompanied young people at the pool. 

Our staff have the right to work safely, and customers need to feel safe too. We 
cannot reintroduce this session until people are satisfied that we have everything 
in place. 

There have been many things put in place, including training, new procedures, 
the introduction of new body cameras, and new CCTV. 

There are still one or two issues outstanding, and that is mainly the online 
booking where we have been let down by system suppliers. 

The reintroduction of swim for all is a high priority. We will provide a date as 
soon as possible. 

5. Councillor Simon Cunningham 

Would the leader join me in condemning the crass comments made by the 
Deputy Chairman of the Conservative Party about Bradford's railway connectivity, 
and can she share any updates on the actual hard work that is being done locally 
to boost intercity rail for the District? 

Response 

No senior politician in a position of responsibility within the party of government 
should disparage a great northern city in this way. The resulting positive 
comments about Bradford from people who disagreed with him was heartening to 
see. 

The following day the Prime Minister announced that Bradford would get a new 
city centre station on the mainline and of course we have had a visit by the 
Secretary of State for T ransport and the Rail Minister since then to talk about 
progressing our plans. 

6. Councillor Caroline Firth 

Does the portfolio holder share my concern that Ilkley Town Council is being 
obligated to spend around £30,000 of residents’ money on a parish poll that is 
non-binding either to itself or to Bradford Council on the subject of introducing 
20mph streets to improve road safety, when the money could be better spent on 
town centre events or facilities for local people? 
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Response 
Yes, this is a completely unnecessary non-binding poll that Ilkley Parish Council 
have not wished for and that will have no impact on the scheme. Nor will it add to 
the understanding of public opinion. There have already been two rounds of 
consultation with hundreds of responses and the scheme has been altered 
significantly to take account of that. 

We know from a similar poll in Keighley that turnout is often extremely low and 
therefore arguably not reflective of local opinion in any case. 

The costs of the parish poll are chargeable to the Parish Council (in this case 
Ilkley Town Council) and this is likely to be at least £30,000. This is money that 
could have been spent on local services by the Town Council had this poll not 
been forced upon them. 

It is worth noting that a former Communities Minister in the Government 
committed to reviewing the rules around Parish Polls as there was concern they 
were being abused in the way we see now. That Minister is now the Prime 
Minister, Rishi Sunak, but sadly as with so many things from this government no 
progress appears to have been made on the commitment. 

7. Councillor Simon Cunningham 

Can the portfolio holder provide an update on the refreshed approach to locating 
temporary speed cameras in West Yorkshire, and have any so-called areas of 
community concern successfully secured a camera yet? 

Response 

Bradford has submitted ten community concern site requests so far, of which 
currently five sites qualify and five are under assessment. One site has been 
commissioned to date. The Portfolio Holder will be regularly updated on progress 
of the commissioned sites and ward members will be engaged if sites progress in 
their area. 

8. Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 

Would the Leader of Council be so kind as to commit to the council reverting to 
the pre-Covid norm of holding Keighley & Shipley Planning Panels in Keighley or 
Shipley, as is the case with Area Committees etc, because holding them in 
Bradford causes great inconvenience to residents, particularly those in the rural 
areas with no transport to get to Bradford, undermining public engagement and 
council transparency? 

Response 

It was already decided at the beginning of the municipal year that the Area 
Planning Panel (Keighley and Shipley) meetings would be reinstated in Keighley 
Town Hall. The IT equipment (TV Stand and power point) needed is currently on 
order and the meetings will return to Keighley Town Hall following the arrival and 
setup of this equipment in the building. 
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9. Councillor Simon Cunningham 

Would the leader join me in welcoming the fantastic news that world-famous 
BRIT School has been successful in its application to develop a northern campus 
for the cultural and creative industries in Bradford, and can she outline the next 
steps of the process? 

Response 

The Brit School has confirmed that they propose to locate within Bradford. This is 
great news for our district and it reflects the huge creative and cultural buzz 
around Bradford right now, at a time when we are on the cusp of delivering 
several exciting regeneration schemes and preparing to be the UK’s City of 
Culture in 2025. Officers are engaged with the Department for Education to agree 
Heads of Terms that will allow the Department of Education to undertake detailed 
design and due diligence in advance of the development. 

Keighley also had a successful decision from the Department for Education in the 
same round of funding. Keighley New College, which will provide sixth form 
provision only, has been given the go ahead. We look forward to working with 
them to provide an excellent new educational facility for the young people of 
Keighley. 

10. Councillor Chris Hayden 

In Eccleshill we have a substantial new build of over 300 new homes between 
Harrogate Road and Moorside Road that was granted planning permission under 
reference 18/00897/MAR and is nearing completion. Part of the S106 agreement 
for the outline planning permission was to ensure the signalisation of the 
Harrogate Road/Moorside Road Junction. It is my understanding that this should 
have happened upon 50% of the project being completed. With this junction 
getting busier with every house sold, and accidents noticeably on the increase at 
this problem junction, please could the executive member inform me and my 
constituents when this necessary improvement work is planned, and when it will 
be completed? 

Response 

The Council is actively working with the developer to update the Contract costs 
and to complete the highway agreement for the work given the uncertainty of the 
construction market. The developer will then be permitted to commence work on 
the signalising of the junction. At this stage we do not have a definitive start date 
but continue to push the developer for as prompt a start date as possible. 

11. Councillor Chris Hayden 

In a recent Bradford East Area Committee meeting I heard reports from our local 
wardens who have been doing some brilliant work all over Bradford East. One of 
these pilot projects was working in partnership with local shop managers and 
owners to clear up shop fronts and land in the immediate vicinity to our retail 
areas. Given the success of the pilot, could I request that the executive consider 
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the full rollout of this project across the whole district as soon as possible? 

Response 

The takeaway pilot scheme is a partnership between the businesses and the 
council that involves reducing the litter generated by takeaway businesses. 
Officers support the businesses to look at solutions and formulate a local 
agreement with recommendations, such as ensuring the area outside the 
business is free from litter by carrying out periodic litter picking, reducing the 
amount of packaging given to customers or reminding them to use bins and 
displaying posters inside the shop. In turn, the council provides equipment and 
ongoing support through regular monitoring and feedback, with options to 
promote the business for their efforts. Following the pilots in different areas, the 
work will be rolled out to other businesses across the area. 

12. Councillor Debbie Davies 

Could the Leader of the Council confirm whether the Council works with the 
Police and / or any other agencies, to stop beggars harassing people at road 
junctions, which some people find very intimidating and creates a negative first 
impression to anyone visiting Bradford? 

Response 

Bradford Council does work closely with the Police in tackling the issues of 
begging on traffic islands. There are a multitude of reasons why this is taking 
place and as a consequence needs a co-ordinated multi-agency response. 

Enforcement alone will not resolve these issues and as a result a stepped 
approach is adopted. Individuals are engaged with by a number of partners 
including the Police, the Homeless Outreach Partnership, Salvation Army, New 
Visions, Bridge Project to address the underlying issues as to why they are 
begging in the first place. Each individual is fully informed of partner agencies 
who can provide support and practical advice to address both their immediate 
financial and housing needs and any underlying addictions or conditions which 
have contributed to their situation (e.g. drugs, alcohol, mental health), they are 
warned regarding behaviour and impact this can have in an attempt to deter. 

If this behaviour continues despite offers of support and warnings, then matters 
can be dealt with through enforcement either through the criminal justice system 
or through the issue of a Criminal Behaviour Order from the Council/Police Anti- 
social Behaviour Team. In the last 12 months the ASB team have obtained 5 
Criminal Behaviour Orders for individuals persistently begging across the District. 

13. Councillor Janet Russell 

In light of the biodiversity motion passed at July’s Full Council meeting, and the 
recent issue of concrete being poured into a spawning trout pool beside Back 
Beck Lane in Addingham, by a contractor, will the Portfolio Holder assure us that 
Environmental Assessments will be made for maintenance or building work 
beside or close to freshwater water streams of any size? 
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Response 

This work was carried out urgently to ensure the wall and pipe under the 
carriageway did not collapse following a sinkhole which suddenly appeared in the 
carriageway. The emergency closure of the road and the subsequent 
investigations identified significant scour of the wall foundations. Our primary 
concern was the safety of members of the public. 

What happened on 3rd July at Back Beck Lane was unforeseen as the water flow 
was initially contained prior to the concrete being pumped to shore-up the 
scoured/undermined bank. Environment Agency personnel attended the site and 
tested the water to their satisfaction. When an Environment Agency officer visited 
the site on 4th July to test the water, they found that the pH levels were still safe 
and did not pose a risk to wildlife in the pond. The Environment Agency and the 
Addingham Environment Group and contractor agreed on the way forward to 
complete the works. To mitigate any concerns, the Environment Agency was also 
invited to the next concrete pour and when the excess concrete will be removed 
to test the water samples. We have reviewed our consultation procedures for 
emergency/urgent works and members will be consulted in such situations as 
well as undertaking Environmental Assessments as necessary. 

14. Councillor Alun Griffiths 

The leader will have noted with concern the issuing of a section 114 notice by 
Birmingham Council and research published by Unison which places Bradford 
5th in a league table of Councils that are "teetering on the brink of collapse". 

Can she advise us if the Section 151 Officer is planning to issue a Section 114 
notice, and explain what steps have been taken to inform that decision one way 
or another. 

Response 

The situation reported by Birmingham Council is not applicable to CBMDC. The 
research published by Unison is based upon assumptions which are unlikely to 
include some of the facts, assumptions and actions which inform the CBMDC 
forecasts. 

There is currently no plan for CBMDC to issue a Section 114 notice. Significant 
work is underway to manage our finances within the budget, including additional 
controls over discretionary spend. 

15. Councillor Joanne Dodds 

I’m really concerned about the high numbers of children and young people who 
are vaping. When vapes first appeared we were told they were just to help people 
stop smoking cigarettes, but since then they have blatantly been marketed to 
children and young people with the flavours and packaging of sweets. What work 
is taking place in Public Health and with our partners to try and educate and 
prevent young people from taking up vaping? 
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Response 

We share your concern and indeed there has been an increase in use of vapes 
among young people across the country, which particularly affects Bradford’s 
young population. Because vapes are a resource to help people stop smoking 
and we know little about long term health effects, it is hard to develop convincing 
messages for young people. In the meantime the industry has pushed hard on 
promotion of vapes to young people including children. 

This is a summary of latest actions of the public health team around this issue: 

■ OHID have launched some resources to help schools raise awareness of 
the dangers associated with vapes, these can be accessed here: Vaping - 
KS3 form time activities | PHE School Zone. 

■ Our Children’s Public Health team has access to these resources to 
promote in schools. 

■ We’ve just completed workshops with young people aged 11 onwards to 
gain insight into vaping in Bradford. The next steps are to develop 
resources based on the insight gathered, and share those resources with 
schools and services working with young people 

■ Currently, we’re working on a contract variation for Step 2 to provide 
awareness around vapes in schools. We want the provider to use all the 
local and national resources to develop a local package for Bradford. 
Hopefully this should be in place by the end of the year. 

16. Councillor Tariq Hussain 

I know the roadworks are necessary for the big improvements to the city centre 
we’re all looking forward to seeing, but what measures has the council has taken 
to reduce the build-up of heavy congestion in and around Bradford? 

Response 

The Transforming Cities works currently taking place around the city centre will 
help modernise the area with improved public realm, more greenery and a better 
environment for visitors and residents. However, we know to do that there will 
need to be some disruption and the team are doing everything they can to 
minimise the impact as the city centre is very much still open for business during 
this period. 

The TCF team actively monitor journey times on the key corridors around the 
TCF work using a package called Clearview Insight that collects anonymised, 
crowd sourced data from Bluetooth and Satnav devices moving along a particular 
road ‘span’ and calculates the journey times along it. This then allows delays on 
particular routes to be ascertained. 
The times are monitored on a regular basis and an average delay figure for the 
works is fed back to the public via the weekly Transforming Cities Fund E- 
Newsletter. 
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More detailed delay information is also soon to be published on the Authority 
Website so that road users can make informed choices regarding their journeys. 

A continually live and updated map of all roadworks within the district (via the 
national One.Network website) is also linked to from the Authority’s website. 

All sites are actively monitored by the Network Resilience Team to ensure that, 
where possible, traffic management is reduced or removed during peak times 
and incidents are responded to quickly. 

Remotely programmable fixed Virtual Message Board across the district have 
been set to advise drivers of delays since work commenced, and the Authority 
also retains four mobile messaging signs that can be used to supplement the 
boards with additional information as required. 

Where necessary further direct intervention will take place should delays exceed 
certain lengths, although this is dependent on a number of factors and timings 
relevant to the particular route/road. At the time of writing none of these 
interventions have been deployed. 

17. Councillor Aneela Ahmed 

Please can the portfolio holder give me an update on One City Park. Do we have 
more information on the building’s tenants and when it will be completed and fit 
out for opening? 

Response 

One City Park is the first major commercial development to take place in the city 
centre in twenty years and we know this wouldn’t have happened without council 
intervention. It will help deliver hundreds of jobs to the city centre, which will 
provide opportunities for residents across the district. Those jobs in turn will 
support the growth of our economy more widely. 

The building has now been completed and handed over to the Council subject to 
final works that are due to be completed by the end of October. An 
announcement will be made soon about the first tenant. 

18. Councillor David Nunns 

Would the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, Planning and Transport, confirm 
that when planning permission is granted for land identified in the Strategic 
Development Plan as suitable for housing or commercial development, whilst the 
plan is still the subject of consultation, additional land will not be ear marked to 
take its place and why is the planning department approving applications on 
Green Belt land whilst the Strategic Development Plan is still in the consultation 
stage? 
Response 

The emerging Local Plan will provide an up-to-date supply of sites to meet the 
District’s needs for homes and support job creation for at least the next 15 years. 
The scale and distribution of land is currently being assessed following the 
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publication of the draft Local Plan for consultation in 2021. The final total supply 
of land will be set in the new local plan once it has reached adoption. However, 
the land supply is made up of a number of sites which have previous and existing 
backing for housing development or are deemed suitable and appropriate. There 
are also, as noted, a number of proposed changes to green belt to ensure the 
housing needs of the District can be met given the lack of non-green belt land. 

As part of the work on the local plan the housing supply will be rebased to 2023 
with a plan period to 2041. This means that the next version of the Local plan will 
have a revised set of site allocations as sites are removed from the proposed 
supply and new sites are included following further consideration of the 
reasonable available options. 

The next version of the Local plan following the further assessment and update to 
the policies and sites will be considered by Full Council, later next year, with a 
view to approving it for submission to government for examination following 
publication for formal representations. Once approved by Council the document 
will have some limited material weight in decision making, balanced with the 
nature of the representations and policy changes. In this respect any proposed 
changes to green belt would be given limited weight if a planning application were 
to come forward ahead of the local plan being formally adopted. 

However, like everywhere across the country, there is nothing to stop anyone 
submitting a planning application and the council will be duty bound to determine 
it in line with the current local plan policies and national policy. 

In line with paragraph 48 of the NPPF, given that the Emerging Local Plan is still 
within the early stages of preparation, only very limited weight can be afforded to 
the plan in decision making. 

In this context, it is considered that full weight should continue to be afforded to 
the policies of the adopted Core Strategy (adopted 2017) and the Replacement 
Unitary Development Plan (adopted 2005) in accordance with the degree of 
conformity with current national planning policy. 

In this respect any proposal for development which is contrary to green belt policy 
would have to demonstrate very special circumstances and consider on balance 
the benefits against the harm. 

Alongside the Local Plan the Council is required to update its Brownfield Land 
Register which sets out previously developed sites/land which is suitable for 
residential development. This is updated on an annual basis and will have a 
constant churn of sites both being developed and coming off as well as new sites 
being put on the register. 
In terms of planning decisions, it is important to note that the District currently 
does not have a five year supply of deliverable housing land. Pending the 
adoption of the new local plan, that part of the current plan is deemed out of date. 
In this circumstance, national policy dictates that speculative housing proposals 
should be approved unless there would be significant harm which outweighs the 

Page 23



12

 

benefits of approving. National Policy does give added protections to 
designations like Green Belt but does not put a moratorium on approving such 
applications. 

We are working hard to progress our Local Plan as quickly as possible but 
continual changes and potential changes to government planning rules and 
methodology in the last few years contributes to delays and of course we lost 
nearly a full year of progress when the Shipley MP ‘called in’ the Core Strategy to 
government, after which time it was released without amendment anyway. 

19. Councillor Aneela Ahmed 

Can the portfolio holder provide a summary of homeless support as we approach 
the winter months? 

Response 

Every homeless person is an individual who deserves and needs support and we 
strive to ensure every single person is given the support they need. I was very 
pleased to see some of the teams involved in our homelessness provision were 
recognised for their work at our recent Staff Awards night as they do great work 
year-round in often very difficult circumstances for the individuals they are 
supporting. Below is an outline of some of our winter provision and homeless 
support: 

No second night out - Since 2015 the Council has commissioned a short term 
accommodation service to help people who are sleeping rough or at risk of 
sleeping rough in the district. The service is run by Humankind and is called 
Bradford No Second Night Out (NSNO). NSNO is open 365 days a year and 
offers a range of services to support rough sleepers. They work very closely in 
conjunction with the Homeless Outreach Partnership (HOP), providing a 20 bed 
hostel for rough sleepers, including short term accommodation, outreach work, 
assessments and advice. Over the past 12 months the service has provided 194 
beds for rough sleepers, 150 of these have moved on to suitable alternative 
accommodation. With further funding from the Council, Humankind has opened 
an emergency crash pad. This accommodation provides 12 emergency beds for 
rough sleepers, with placements made exclusively by the HOP team. 

Cold Weather Provision 

In addition to the above, Humankind also co-ordinate the Cold Weather Service 
in the district, ensuring that nobody has to sleep rough on any night during the 
winter months when the temperature is predicted to be zero degrees. Working in 
partnership with other providers (Horton, Salvation Army, Inn Churches) this 
service provided 117 clients with an emergency bed over the winter of 22/23. 
Bradford Homelessness Outreach Partnership (HOP)- 

The Bradford HOP was established in 2019 following a successful bid for the 
Rough Sleeping Initiative (RSI) funding, and a programme was developed to 
address rough sleeping in the area. The HOP team is a multi-faceted team with 
specialists who are skilled at employing a number of techniques to get the 
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necessary support to the most vulnerable and multiple needs clients. The team is 
recruited from specialist agencies and provide expertise in their specific work 
area and other experts in rough sleeping. The HOP work closely with external 
partners; including the Police, Bevan Health Care, Community Safety and a wide 
range of other partners. The HOP provides a street-based response to address 
the issues of rough sleeping, through assertive outreach by intercepting and 
engaging with clients in order to direct them into services away from the street. 
This is the crucial first stage in getting people into a pathway of services and 
ultimately away from the streets. They undertake outreach work that correspond 
with patterns of rough sleeping in the district, responsive to circumstances, 
including early morning and/or night time coverage. 

20. Councillor Mohsin Hussain 

Could I have an update on the Low Street works in the town centre and when 
they're due to complete? 

Response 

The works to Low Street are the second phase of public realm works we have 
undertaken and will greatly improve the look and feel of the area in the town 
centre. The work is being carried out by the Council’s own Highways Delivery 
Unit are progressing to programme despite being impacted over a few days due 
to weather conditions. The current anticipated completion date is mid-November. 

21. Councillor Julie Lintern 

Given the vast scale of Tory government cuts inflicted on Keighley since 2010, 
the latest allocation of £20m funding over 10 years for Keighley is obviously very 
welcome and much needed. For true levelling up to happen we also need to see 
an end to the government cuts. Nevertheless can the portfolio holder give further 
information on the plans for how this latest fund will be allocated? 

Response 

I agree with what you say about an end to government cuts and austerity as 
being vital for levelling up across the district and the country. To secure the £20m 
funding we will need to develop a Long-Term Plan for Towns, which will require 
the Town Board to develop the plan, with funding over 10 years and aligned to 
the issues local people want to address. Key themes of the fund are focused on 
transport and connectivity, tackling crime and anti-social behaviour, and 
enhancing town centres to make high streets more attractive and accessible. 
Towns will receive funding and support split as 25% revenue and 75% capital to 
provide a range of locally defined interventions across the themes of the fund. 
Thankfully the Council is already investing in Long-Term Plans in the shape of 
our Development Frameworks, which are currently out to consultation and the 
public can feed back thoughts and ideas through our Let’s Talk website, which 
can be found here: https://letstalk.bradford.gov.uk. This should mean that we can 
hit the ground running refining these with any additional criteria for the Levelling 
Up funding and move forward at pace in delivering for Keighley. 
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22. Councillor Julie Glentworth 

During the many hours that I spend driving around Bradford District on a daily 
basis, it is apparent that important road safety signs regarding speed limits, 
directions, school zones and much more are disappearing, hidden by over grown 
foliage, or so badly faded that you cannot recognise what it is for, so will the 
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, Planning and Transport please confirm that 
actions will be put in place to rectify this problem as soon as possible? 

Response 

If you identify any signs that are faded, damaged or obscured, please do report 
this to the Highways team who can investigate. There are a large number of road 
signs on our road network which have been installed over a number of years. 
These signs deteriorate over a period of time due to their exposure to UV light or 
due to the gradual build up of road surface grime over a period of years. In 
addition to signs which are illegible the issue of overhanging tree canopies does 
obscure signs, particularly during the summer months when trees are in full leaf 
and canopies lie lower than during the winter months. 

Currently, identification of signs which need maintenance, either because they 
are faded, or they are obscured by foliage, is carried out by highway inspectors 
during their cyclical inspections of the network. However, the quantum of signs in 
need of maintenance each year far exceeds the very limited available budget for 
replacements meaning that a prioritisation risk-based approach must take place 
to identify signs which need urgent replacement. This invariably means that 
regulatory signs (e.g. speed limits, weight restrictions) are prioritised over local 
direction signs. 

One way we maintain and update our signage is to incorporate this into other 
capital schemes that are being delivered. An example of this type of approach is 
the introduction of the Clean Air zone where over 70 advanced direction signs 
were upgraded to include the Clean Air Zone logo. 

23. Councillor Anna Watson 

Will the Leader of the Council reassure the residents, town council and local 
councillors in Shipley that the T own Fund money earmarked for Shipley T own 
centre improvements and increasing the connectivity of Shipley Town Centre to 
the railway station and Saltaire, but which has in fact been spent on West Lane 
and Baildon Bank in Baildon and West Royd and Wrose Brow Road in Wrose, 
will be reimbursed to the Town’s Fund Project B funds. These pavement 
improvements fall outside the scope of the TIP and the Baildon roads are outside 
of the Shipley Town Deal Boundary, as agreed with the Government. 

Response 

All the listed schemes were submitted for consideration in the Shipley Towns 
Fund Town Investment Plan and approved by Atkins, the consultants who led on 
the development of the plan. The plan itself was subsequently approved by both 
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the Towns Fund Board and by the government, securing £27m of investment for 
the Shipley Towns Fund area. 

We can confirm that the two Baildon projects, despite being submitted prior to the 
submission of the plan, are actually outside of the Towns Fund boundary and will 
not draw down Towns Fund money. 

All projects were put forward as part of ‘Project B - Active Travel’ to better 
connect Shipley to surrounding areas and Saltaire. The actual quote from the 
Business Plan is "Deliver improved active travel routes to link the Market Square 
project to the railway station, as well as Shipley town centre to Saltaire (along the 
towpath) and surrounding neighbourhoods"(our italics). 

Officers have reviewed the remaining projects and are comfortable they meet the 
criteria of the Town Investment Plan. 

24. Councillor Jeanette Sunderland 

There has been much publicity concerning the presence of reinforced autoclaved 
aerated concrete (RAAC) in schools and hospitals. Has the Council surveyed all 
of the other buildings it is responsible for to establish if this is a problem, what did 
they find and what actions are taking place to secure the buildings? 

Response 

Council officers are undertaking a review of buildings that fall within the date 
range for RAAC (currently c370) and are in the process of prioritising and 
arranging access over the coming weeks and months to ensure that the 
appropriate checks have been undertaken to either confirm no RAAC or if further 
structural surveys are required. 47 Maintained schools fell within the date range 
and two were identified to contain RAAC. On discovery further surveys were 
arranged and the council worked collaboratively with the two school teams to 
ensure continuity of provision whilst planning and ensuring the infrastructure was 
prepared/in place for modular villages. 

25. Councillor Chris Steele 

Leeds Bradford Airport obviously want to use more night time flights, even after 
breaking rules last year. This is obviously really concerning to some residents in 
my ward, many of whom already suffer from sleep disturbance from the noise. 
While recognising the importance of the airport to the local economy, jobs and 
local families, I believe any increase in night time flights is unwarranted given the 
obvious impacts on the environment and residents’ health and sleep patterns. As 
a Council we have declared a Climate Emergency and work actively towards net 
zero. Can the portfolio holder provide detail on the process around the airport’s 
application and the next steps, including any Bradford Council will take? 

Response 

Leeds City Council has confirmed that it will follow a process set out in national 
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government legislation and guidance while dealing with recent applications from 
Leeds Bradford Airport relating to night-time flying. Leeds council received five 
Certificate of Lawful Existing Use or Development (CLEUD) applications from the 
airport in September 2023. The applications relate to whether certain aircraft 
movements are permitted at night at the airport. The national regulations mean 
that CLEUD applications - which seek to confirm that an existing use of land or 
operational development is lawful - are not automatically subject to consultation 
or publication. Such applications are determined purely on the basis of relevant 
factual evidence assessed against a legal test. This means that ‘planning merits’ 
- such as disturbance and possible impact on a surrounding area - which might 
typically be raised during a consultation cannot be taken into account when a 
decision on a CLEUD is being made. 

National guidance gives planning authorities discretion in certain circumstances 
to seek relevant factual evidence from third parties - including members of the 
public - when dealing with a CLEUD application. Due to the significant public 
interest in the operations of the airport, Leeds Council has therefore decided to 
undertake a call for evidence. This means they are seeking relevant factual 
evidence - such as flight data, flight times, flight frequency and size of aircraft - 
that relates to the specific operations at Leeds Bradford Airport. Submissions 
must relate to the period covered by the airport’s evidence, which is August 29, 
2007, through to August 28, 2018. 

It is important to note that a call for evidence is not the same as a ‘public 
consultation’, as general comments, objections and opinions on issues such as 
planning merits are not being invited as they cannot be taken into account during 
the determination process. 

The Council is seeking technical views and any evidence from services including 
Environmental Health. These responses will be reviewed and would be submitted 
as a response if appropriate and justified, linked to the nature of the process set 
out above. 

26. Councillor Marcus Dearden 

I am very concerned about the speeding on Fred Hoyle way (Bingley by-pass). 
Local councillors would like to see speed cameras installed as soon as possible. 
Could you please give an update on the progress of our request and possible 
timescale for implementation? 

Response 
Bradford has received a response from the West Yorkshire Safety Camera 
Partnership last week to say that Fred Hoyle Way does qualify as an Average 
Speed Camera site. Officers will discuss the matter with the Portfolio Holder on 
next steps, budgets and timescales. Officers will organise a meeting to update 
Members and the Chair of the Area Committee. 

27. Councillor Marcus Dearden 

On Sunday 1st October a mountain bike event was held in Myrtle park, Bingley. 

Page 28



17

 

Following this event Bingley councillors have been inundated with complaints 
concerning lack of notification as well as more damage done to the park at this 
year’s event. Can I ask that council officers speak with the organisers to raise 
residents’ concerns and address these issues? 

Response 

This is an annual event organised by Bronte Tykes as part of Yorkshire 
Cyclocross. They hold several races throughout the day for all age group 
categories, the course itself is taped off. The event does attract up to 500 people 
and is usually a well organised event. In previous years the cyclocross event has 
been held on more than one occasion. 

We received the booking in June of this year and no issues were highlighted from 
the safety advisory group. 

In line with the terms and conditions of holding an event in a park, the 
responsibility is on the organiser to keep and maintain the site in a clean and tidy 
condition during and after the event. 

The friends of group have also raised concerns this year regarding the event, The 
Parks Manager will be raising the concerns/issues with the organiser as well as 
reviewing future requests. 

28. Councillor Debbie Davies 

Can we have an assurance that Baildon will get its new library as promised 
following the sale of the Ian Clough Hall site to a private developer and the 
purchase of the former Baildon Club for this purpose and what is the revised 
timescale for this project as the temporary library has now been in place for over 
a year? 

Response 

We are committed to ensuring Baildon retains a library for many years to come. 
The Council is currently reviewing all capital projects as part of addressing the 
Council’s current challenging financial position. Until this process is complete, we 
are not able to confirm the timescale for this project. 

29. Councillor Carol Thirkill 

Can the portfolio holder give an update on our work to become a child friendly 
district? 
Response 

In November 2022, Bradford Metropolitan District Council completed our 
Foundational Year on the UNICEF UK ‘Child Friendly Cities and Communities’ 
programme. At the final review meeting, UNICEF UK shared that; "Bradford 
Council is making good progress along the prescribed Child Friendly Cities 
journey” and that we "have shown a demonstrable and sustained commitment 
from senior leadership” with "support from across the council”. 
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Based on our learning and experiences during this Foundational Year, we took 
the decision to continue with the work but decided we did not need a contractual 
partnership in place with UNICEF UK and instead decided to operate outside of 
their specific programme. This enables us to take a more localised approach for 
the district and follows several Local Authorities including Leeds, Warwickshire, 
and Coventry who are delivering localised ‘child friendly’ initiatives external to 
UNICEF UK. 

A paper was taken to and approved by Wellbeing Board on 28/2/23 which set out 
our proposed localised approach with a specific focus on children and young 
people’s voice and influence as well as a new naming convention of "Child 
Friendly Bradford District” to differentiate us from the UNICEF chartermark status. 
This focus will help us develop our work to ensure we put the voices of children 
and young people at the heart of all we do as per our ambitions within the Council 
Plan and District Plan. 

Through Child Friendly Bradford District, we have established a new youth voice 
community of practice which brings together 26 representatives from across our 
local partnerships. Children’s Rights training and development sessions have 
been delivered to over 200 colleagues. 124 children and young people have 
taken part in local democracy workshops at City Hall and a new Bradford School 
Councils network is being established with 72 schools with named pupil voice 
contacts. 

Under the initiative we also have a sub-group bringing together the work of our 
Social Care youth participation, SEND youth participation and the co-production 
and engagement elements of the new Joint Commissioning Team. We are 
working with colleagues in strategic HR to develop a consistent approach to 
involving children and young people in workforce recruitment and are supporting 
the Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny Committee to involve young 
people in the current enquiry process. In addition, we are working with colleagues 
in the Bradford Children and Families Trust, our Voluntary Sector and within the 
Act as One Health and Care Partnership to ensure they are included in 
developing this children’s rights based approach where children and young 
people have a voice and influence within the services they access. 

Finally, on 16th November 2023 Child Friendly Bradford District is hosting a 
Youth Voice Summit event where over 120 students from 16 schools and 
colleges will be able to work together with services to improve student wellbeing 
provision across the district - this event is in response to presentations from 
young people at the February 2023 Wellbeing Board and the knowledge that 
mental health and wellbeing is the top priority in the district as informed by 
engagement activity that complimented the development of the new Children and 
Young People’s Strategy. 

30. Councillor Tariq Hussain 

Can I have an update on the Development Frameworks process and assurance 
that the public are being given every opportunity to have their say? 
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Response 

The first round of engagement for the Development Frameworks was conducted 
earlier this year. In total we had 1,102 survey responses from members of the 
public and 130 individual stakeholders engaged via workshops and 1-2-1 
discussions. This first round of engagement focused on people’s perceptions of 
their community and the challenges and opportunities they face. The results have 
from this initial consultation have been fed into the plans which have been further 
developed and the council is now asking people to comment on these drafts. 

Between 9 October and 19 November, the Draft Development Frameworks will 
be taken to public engagement. The engagement will be conducted online using 
the Council’s Let’s Talk platform https://letstalk.bradford.gov.uk. Publicity will be 
targeted at local businesses, landowners, potential investors and key 
organisations, but not to the exclusion of the public. The purpose of the 
engagement is to take feedback on the proposed interventions so that it can be 
used to shape the framework before it is finalised. 

Members may wish to support the engagement by taking part themselves and 
encouraging others to take part via their own networks. In particular, any support 
members can give in actively encouraging local businesses to take part would be 
gratefully received. 

31. Councillor Liz Rowe 

Why has Shipley Towns Fund Board received nothing more as part of this latest 
allocation of funding from Government where Keighley Towns Fund Board 
received £20 million? Was there an application process? 

Response 

There was no application process for this latest funding announcement. I agree 
that it seems odd that both Shipley and Keighley were given original Towns Fund 
money, both were then rejected for Levelling Up Funding, and now only Keighley 
has been given additional funding. It is not clear what criteria has been used this 
time round or why Shipley has been given nothing and this is a shame as the 
need for investment in Shipley has not gone away since the government 
acknowledged this with the Towns Fund money. 

32. Councillor Andrew Loy 
Would the Regeneration, Planning and Transport Portfolio Holder confirm 
whether the Council remains committed to "undertake an urban realm study to 
identify ways of improving the pedestrian environment to facilitate and encourage 
more walking trips to Ilkley Town Centre” and if so, when will the study take 
place? 

Response 

The Ilkley Parking Review report produced by Steer Davies Gleave in 2017 
included seven recommendations to reduce car use and long stay town centre 
parking. Recommendation seven related to an urban realm study. The Council 
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welcomed the report and endorsed the recommendations. 

The Council is committed to increasing opportunities to reduce reliance on the 
car and supports options for walking and cycling as part of its wider transport 
vision and in support of the approved Ilkley Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

The original recommendation was subject to availability of funds, which were 
decimated shortly after due to the pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. The 
Council continues to explore opportunities to support this ambition but at present 
there is no funding in place to undertake such a study. 

33. Councillor Matt Edwards 

Does the portfolio holder agree that requests such as street cleaning, weed 
removal or snickets clearing should only be marked as completed when they are 
actually completed, If there are not enough resources to complete work, should 
these requests be kept open so a) residents know that the work is still waiting to 
be completed; and b) the council is able to accurately monitor how long it takes 
for these tasks to be actioned? 

Response 

Invariably the issue of dealing with weeds and snicket clearance are dependent 
upon the regrowth of weeds or privets in these areas. It is frequently the case 
that clearance of such issues is undertaken but within a matter of weeks, or even 
days, regrowth occurs, and subsequent complaints are lodged with the Council 
about the same location. 

The issue of recording how the complaints about weeds etc. is resolved could be 
viewed from a number of perspectives as suggested. However, as the basis of 
these types of issues are living plants it is arguable that the Council would never 
close any complaints down were the member’s suggestion to be taken forward. It 
gives a better understanding of the Council’s response to such complaints to log 
how many are received each growing season and how quickly these are dealt 
with. Areas with a high number of complaints in any season may then be 
identified for more intensive treatment in order to reduce the level of recurrence 
of complaints. 

The Council can help work with residents to support clearance of unadopted 
backstreets and snickets. 
The Council commissions an external provider to deliver a weed management 
service to weed spray areas to manage weed growth. 

34. Councillor Aneela Ahmed 

I know we’ve been pushing hard for a new through station in the city centre for a 
considerable time now because a city of our size and ambition should of course 
have that station. The Prime Minister committing to it in his keynote speech 
shows how successful we’ve been in making that case. Will the Leader give an 
update on how we now press government to deliver on its promise this time 
around? 
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Response 

I welcomed the announcement the Government made to invest £2bn in a new 
city centre through station for Bradford when this was made last week. This 
investment is something we have long been campaigning for and will bring us 
closer to realising the vision for putting Bradford on the mainline rail network. 

The Transport Secretary himself indicated that journey times between Bradford 
and Manchester would be halved to 30 minutes as a result of this investment. If 
this is indeed a firm commitment from Government, then it is good news for 
Bradford. Obviously I still need our neighbours in Manchester and Leeds to have 
good levels of transport investment because only by all cities having good 
connectivity can the North truly thrive. 

We can now work more closely with DfT and Network Rail on drawing up plans 
for the new station and connectivity plans. 
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Amendment A 
 
12.1   Quicker, affordable and more sustainable travel for Bradford District  
 
To be moved by: Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 
To be seconded by: Councillor Bob Felstead 
 
With the addition and deletion of appropriate words, the motion be amended to read as 
follows:- 
 
This Council notes that: 

• according to the 2021 census 27.6% of households in Bradford do not have access 
to a car. 
 

• Bus travel is generally frequent and reliable across the city centre. 
 

• the rural areas have higher car ownership as bus transport is less frequent, does not 
cover all areas and often ends early in the evening. 
 

• this council has benefited from the Government’s Active Travel Funding and Bus 
Services Improvement Fund that comes via the WYCA.   

This Council Believes that: 
• All people of Bradford district need, and deserve, a transport system that gets them 

from A-to-B quickly, safely and affordably. 
 

• upgrading our transport infrastructure will provide people with greater choice about 
how to make their journeys. 
 

• An enhanced partnership model with bus companies will deliver service 
improvements quickly to benefit all across the District.   
 

• A workplace levy would tax people who need to travel to work and should not be 
considered. 
 

• Bradford District will benefit from Government funding from the West Yorkshire 
Devolution deal, Government funding for a new Bradford mainline station and 
Government funding for Mass Transit.  

This council resolves to: 
• Write to WYCA and the WY Mayor to ask them to implement an enhanced 

partnership with bus operators to deliver service improvements quickly to benefit all 
across the District. 
 

• support rolling out EV chargers across the District and encourage local employers to 
use their car parks to support EV usage. 
 

• Welcome an unprecedented transport funding package from the Government to 
improve transport across the District.  
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Amendment B 
12.2 Leeds Bradford Airport 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Alex Ross-Shaw 
Seconded by: Councillor Cunningham 
 
That with the addition of the following words the motion be amended to read as follows: 
 
Council notes: 
 
Residents and councillors affected by flights from the airport are understandably concerned 
about the carbon impact and noise and any potential expansion of the airport’s operations. 
 
Leeds Bradford Airport has submitted five Certificate of Lawful Existing Use or Development 
(CLEUD) applications to Leeds City Council relating to night time flying. 
Leeds City Council confirmed on 27th September that it will follow a process set out in 
national government legislation and guidance while dealing with the airport’s CLEUD 
applications. 
 
The applications, which have been published in full on Leeds Council’s public access 
planning system, relate to whether certain aircraft movements are permitted at night. 
CLEUD applications involve a different decision-making process to an application for 
planning permission. When dealing with a CLEUD application, local planning authorities 
have to adhere to regulations laid down by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
These regulations mean that CLEUD applications – which seek to confirm that an existing 
use of land or operational development is lawful – are not automatically subject to 
consultation or publication and are determined purely on the basis of relevant factual 
evidence assessed against a legal test.  
 
Due to the significant public interest in the operations of the airport, the council has decided 
to undertake a call for evidence. This means that the council is seeking relevant factual 
evidence, such as flight data, flight times, flight frequency and size of aircraft, that relates to 
the specific operations at Leeds Bradford outlined in two of the applications. 
 
The call for evidence relates to the two applications (23/05440/CLE and 23/05442/CLE) for 
which the airport has submitted flight movement data. The council is seeking further clarity 
from the airport on the remaining three applications, which are not included in the call for 
evidence. 
 
With respect to the expansion of the airport more broadly, we need Government to create 
a level playing field for all regions and cities with airports and to include carbon emissions 
from aviation in national targets, recognising that continued growth in aviation nationally is 
incompatible with the climate emergency. This recognises the risk of unilateral action that 
simply displaces passengers from one airport and its regional economy to another. We 
recognise the value of our airport to the regional economy which is expected to be £460m 
this year, directly employing 2,100 people and indirectly supporting 4,500 jobs. 
 
Demand for aviation is growing nationally and globally and Leeds City Council has 
confirmed it will continue to proactively engage with residents, interest groups, the 
Combined Authority, the airport and central government on aviation related policies and 
measures to achieve the necessary reductions in carbon.  
 
 
As a council we have made great steps in reducing our own carbon emissions. Since 
passing our own January 2010 energy procurement motion with all-party support, we 
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exceeded our aim of achieving a 40% reduction in carbon emissions by 2020. We are 
seeking to build on this progress, including in our work as part of the West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority which is committed to achieving net zero by 2038.  
 
Council resolves to: 
 

• Ensure district councillors are kept informed of the progress of the CLEUD 
applications. 

• Ask Leeds Bradford Airport to meet with district councillors, town and parish councils 
and residents urgently regarding the impact of the airport on the community. 

• Ask officers to seek technical views and any evidence from services including 
environmental health on the airport’s applications; and to consider whether we have 
appropriate factual evidence to submit within the scope of Leeds City Council’s call 
for evidence as defined in national legislation and guidance. 

• Work with the Mayor of West Yorkshire at pace to deliver plans for the 2038 net zero 
target including the decarbonisation of transport. 
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         Amendment C 
12.2  Leeds – Bradford airport 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Debbie Davies 
To be seconded by: Councillor Mike Pollard 
 
With the addition and deletion of appropriate words, the motion be amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Council notes that: 

• Leeds Bradford airport provides much needed local jobs, helps to boost the local 
economy and improves local transport connectivity in the West Yorkshire region. 
 

• The airport is allowed to operate flights 24 hours a day but from 11pm to 7am only 
the quietest jets are permitted to operate. 
 

• The Chief Executive of Leeds Bradford airport wrote to all councillors to clarify their 
future plans and details can be found openly on their website for members of the 
public to read.  

Council resolves to: 
• Support any changes to the operation of Leeds Bradford airport going through the 

correct process. 
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Amendment D 
 

12.4 Providing a specialised and accessible menopause service in the Bradford 
District 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Sarah Ferriby 
Seconded by: Councillor Julie Humphreys 
 
Council notes that:  
 
Age UK reports that 1 in 4 women will have severe menopause symptoms that impact on 
their day to day lives. This means that symptoms of perimenopause and menopause could 
potentially affect approx. 18,000 women in the relevant age range across the District.  As a 
current “hot topic” on TV and in the media, women are reporting how symptoms of 
menopause are causing some women to leave work, suffer relationship breakdowns and in 
extreme cases have severe mental health issues.  
 
Whilst Leeds has a specialist menopause clinic, there is little specialist provision for the 
treatment of menopause across the Bradford District and patients rely on GP and 
Gynaecology & Obstetrics services for education and treatment. 
 
Women across our district have reported receiving inappropriate treatment or limited advice 
in managing their symptoms. The closest specialist clinic is in Meanwood, Leeds and is so 
popular it now has a 2 – 3 year waiting list for Leeds patients. Therefore, being 
oversubscribed, it is no longer able to accept referrals from Bradford GPs leaving Bradford 
patients with little alternative provision unless they can afford to pay privately, leading to 
health inequality in our District.  
 
There is some NHS provision to provide specific menopause training and improve education 
for clinicians within primary care in the Bradford District with plans to extend this to 
pharmacists and physician associates. The NHS has its own guidance for their line 
managers to offer support to NHS staff and employment policies and guidance is now being 
introduced by many other large employers.  
 
Popularity of the Bingley menopause support group, set up online last year on a voluntary 
basis by an NHS nurse who herself suffered severe symptoms, has grown so much it now 
has 672 members and the group is now starting to meet face to face. 
 
A considerable amount of work has been done across council departments to develop 
menopause awareness and support for our staff, leading to our application for Menopause 
Friendly Employer accreditation jointly with partners across the Integrated Care Board 
(ICB), with a decision expected soon. In recent years the Council has developed and 
launched: 

• a menopause policy  
• a menopause staff network that was established through the Women’s Voices staff 

network 
• Celebrating World Menopause Day  

Our Women’s Voice Staff Network along with support from our employee health and 
wellbeing team have been leading the way and championing menopause support across 
the Council and joining up across the West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership and 
Bradford District and Craven Health and Care Partnership. 
 
Our women’s staff network and monthly support group’s work has also led to the creation 
of a new menopause awareness training package, initially designed for council managers 
but then rolled out for all staff as part of the Respect allyship programme. This has been 
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made into a permanent training resource on the Evolve system and in-person sessions will 
begin soon as part of World Menopause Day. 
 
Our HR service has provided menopause guidance for managers which is consistent with 
the new training. 
 
Council resolves: 
 
• Via the Health and Wellbeing Board, make representations to Bradford District & Craven 
Integrated Care Board and other appropriate partners to review current menopause 
services across the district.  This should include consideration of a specialist menopause 
referral unit to ensure women have access to advice and education on the range of 
treatment possibilities, including alternative therapies such as diet and exercise, so that 
women can be fully informed to enable them to manage their own menopause giving patient 
choice leading to improved related health and wellbeing outcomes within the District. 
 
• To liaise with all stakeholders to facilitate the creation of more menopause support groups 
and related information and awareness events across the district, including those in harder 
to reach communities. 
 
• Ask officers to consider sharing our staff training toolkit of menopause support with other 
employers in the district to help more women share in this model of good practice. 
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         Amendment E 
12.5 Street lighting 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Alex Ross-Shaw 
Seconded by: Councillor Abdul Jabar 
 
That with the addition of the following words the motion be amended to read as follows: 
 
Council notes that: 

• The Smart Street Lighting Project is already saving energy and reducing costs. The 
programme represents a £45m investment in street lighting infrastructure across the 
district and will see over 56,000 bulbs and over 15,000 lighting columns replaced. 
This will reduce energy consumption by two thirds and reduce carbon emissions by 
thousands of tonnes.  

• Like many councils, Bradford Council employs a widely used approach of dimming   
some of their streetlights for some time during the hours of darkness. This approach 
is refined based on footfall and traffic usage. 

• Light pollution during the hours of darkness is harmful to wildlife in every ecosystem 
and is a key contributor to the unprecedented global decline in insect numbers which 
scientists are referring to as the “insect apocalypse”. The selection of lighting used 
for the project was carefully considered for any potential impact on the local 
environment in consultation with the Council’s Biodiversity Officer.  

• Some streetlights need to be on overnight for safety reasons. 

Council resolves:  

• To complete the Smart Street Lighting Project, maximising financial and carbon 
savings, as quickly as possible 

• Take a report to the Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee outlining 
progress on the programme and the Council’s approach to overnight dimming, 
allowing members to feedback comments for officers to consider. 
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         Amendment F 
12.6 Trade Unions 
 
To be moved by Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe 
 
Seconded by Cllr Imran Khan 
 
That with the addition of the following words the motion be amended to read as follows: 
 
Council notes that: 
 
The Council strives to be an excellent employer of its approximately 7,300 staff. Our 
partnership working with the Trade Unions plays a vital role in ensuring a healthy and 
productive workplace in which organisational and staff needs are met as efficiently as 
possible. 
 
Trade Unions are an important part of managing industrial relations. If we didn’t have 
Trade Unions, we’d have to invent them. 
 
Over six million people in the UK are members of Trade Unions. 
 
Our work with the Trade Unions saves the council considerable amounts of money because 
it is the most cost-effective way to manage the workplace. 
 
Trade Unions have made clear that they recognise the unprecedented constraints on 
council finances due to more than a decade of government austerity. They have repeatedly 
asked government to fund pay awards so that hardworking council staff can be retained and 
rewarded. 
 
The latest annual Service Excellence Awards on 12th October demonstrated again the 
brilliance of our staff who are public service heroes and go to incredible lengths to serve the 
public, despite the incredibly challenging circumstances the council and country finds itself 
in. 
 
In several years since 2010 there were real terms wage reductions in the public sector 
through pay freezes or rises limited to 1%. Trade Unions therefore campaign for improved 
pay and conditions on behalf of their members who have experienced several challenging 
years of upward pressure on workloads and downward pressure on pay, reflected in the 
recruitment and retention challenges seen across large parts of the public sector. 
 
Council resolves to: 
 

• Continue to fully participate in the Regional Employers Forum which feeds into the 
national pay bargaining structure. 

• Repeat our calls on government to reform local government finance, including for 
government to fully fund the pay increases that council staff earn and deserve. 

• Continue to work constructively with the Trade Unions as a responsible employer 
that recognises that our people are our most important asset. 
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         Amendment G 
12.7 Local government finance  
 
To be moved by: Councillor Martin Love  
To be seconded by: Councillor Matt Edwards 
 
Council notes:  
Councils across the country are reaching breaking point in their finances due to a perfect 
storm of Conservative government austerity cuts, inflation and rising demands for children’s 
and adults’ social care.  
 
Bradford Council has had to find over £350m in per year cuts and savings since 2010 with 
a cumulative impact of over £2bn.  
 
The Local Government Association has identified a funding gap of £3 billion in the funding 
of local authorities over the next two years just for services to stand still.  
 
Cllr Sir Stephen Houghton, Chair of the Specialist Interest Group of Municipal Authorities 
(Sigoma), said the funding system is “completely broken”. He called on government to 
provide additional in-year funding for the biggest pressure, children’s services.  
 
The independent Macalister Review found that £2.6bn should be invested over five years, 
including £1bn over the first two years, to overhaul the children’s social care system 
nationally. The government subsequently allocated just £200m over two years.  
 
An official report by the Competition and Markets Authority last year found the UK has a 
dysfunctional market for children’s social care in which local authorities are forced to pay 
excessive fees for private services and an overhaul is needed to ensure better value 
services.  
 
Sigoma research has found that the top 10% of England’s most deprived councils have 
received cuts almost three times as high as the richest 10%. Bradford has received cuts of 
around 28% compared to Surrey’s 8%.  
 
We have robust controls in place to ensure effective financial management of the council 
through these exceptionally challenging times.  
 
Officers have been challenged to review all spending and identify opportunities to further 
reduce costs and generate income given the unprecedented situation in which councils find 
themselves.  
 
Cipfa are doing a review of this council’s and the Children and Families Trust’s finances 
which we welcome. Any recommendations coming from the review will be actioned.  
The Leader is writing to the Chancellor setting out our ask in advance of his Autumn 
Statement, which must provide significant new funding for local government and deliver 
long-awaited reform of how that funding is distributed.  
 
Council resolves to:  
 
Continue our work to further reduce spending through a range of measures.  
Task officers to provide an asset disposal plan. This will identify council-owned land and 
assets that may be deemed surplus to requirements in order to raise funds. This to be done 
in consultation with elected members for the affected ward. 
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Task officers to continue working closely with the Bradford Children and Families Trust and 
the DfE to ensure its budget is prudent and sustainable and enables the Trust to deliver on 
its vital improvement plan as part of the council’s wider work.  
 
Take the difficult decisions necessary in the upcoming council budget to further reduce the 
funding gap.  
 
Ask government to urgently implement the Macalister Review.  
 
Ask government to stop the profiteering of private providers for children’s placements.  
 
Ask government to implement the long-awaited fairer funding model for local government 
to link council funding to social need.  
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         Amendment H 
12.7  Local government finance 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Mike Pollard 
To be seconded by: Councillor Rebecca Poulsen  
 
With the addition and deletion of appropriate words, the motion be amended to read as 
follows: - 
 
Council notes: 

• It is entirely true to state that Bradford Council, like all others throughout the country 
has had to identify a challenging level of savings for over a decade. It is also probably 
true to state, as the Labour Controlling Group on Bradford MDC do regularly, that the 
implementation of the government’s much delayed Fair Funding Formula would 
increase the council’s spending capacity. 
 

• However, it is regrettable but factual to state that Northamptonshire, Croydon, 
Thurrock, Woking, Slough and most topically and significantly Birmingham, had to 
issue s.114 notices as a result of the failings of their own political and paid service 
leadership. There were some gargantuan failings by some members and some 
officers. 
 

• Whether an approach to Government for a ‘Capitalisation Direction’ to give 
‘exceptional financial support’ is made under the provisions of Sections 16(2)(b) and 
20 of the Local Government Act 2003, or a Section 114 Notice is required, when the 
Q2 Financial Position Statement, Chancellor’s Autumn Statement and the December 
Local Government Provisional Settlement, all go towards making matters finally 
clearer, it is also factual to state that Bradford MDC is also hurtling down the road to 
imminent financial collapse and this is also a catastrophic failure of its own making.   
 

• Further, it is a statement of mathematically demonstrable fact, that the failings in the 
council’s management of its Children’s Services, leading to them being handed over 
to the Children & Families Trust, is the reason that this council is on the brink of 
effective bankruptcy.  
 

• Incessant finger pointing towards national budget constraints is a disingenuous 
attempt to abdicate responsibility, by trying to camouflage Bradford Council’s failings 
in and amongst the problems of council’s who are struggling through no fault of their 
own. 

Council resolves: 
• To continue to press for the early implementation of the Fair Funding Formula. 

 
• To accept responsibility for the council’s financial woes, resulting directly from the 

provision of inadequate services for vulnerable children. 
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Amendment I 
12.8  Better public transport in West Yorkshire  

To be moved by: Councillor Matt Edwards 

To be seconded by: Councillor Celia Hickson 

 Council notes:  

That the Bradford district and West Yorkshire have had poor public transport connectivity 
for too long.  

Providing better, more affordable and more reliable public transport will provide alternatives 
to car journeys which will help our district achieve Net Zero, reduce air pollution and reduce 
congestion - freeing up roads for those that have no alternative. 

There is now an opportunity to change this with bus, mass transit and heavy rail.  

Bus  

Bus services are critical to many residents’ lives as one of the most affordable and 
accessible means of getting about for work and leisure. 

Nationally the privatisation of bus services has been a failure. The Conservative government 
introduced legislation in 2017 banning local authority ownership of bus services. Since then, 
thousands of bus routes have been lost across the country as private operators have 
struggled to make services financially sustainable. Many of these bus services served some 
of the most economically deprived communities. 

We strongly support the West Yorkshire Mayor’s work to get buses back under public control 
and improve bus travel.  

We welcome the Mayor’s Fares scheme and the £1 flat fare recently introduced for Keighley 
town in partnership with Transdev.  

Mass Transit  

We are an active partner in the plans for a mass transit service to transform connections in 
our district and across West Yorkshire. The Mass Transit Vision 2040 strategy is being 
developed at pace, we encourage residents and businesses to get involved.  

Getting Bradford district on the mainline  

Our well-publicised ambitions to get Bradford on the mainline and for better rail connections 
across our district. The Government’s welcome commitment to £2 billion investment in a 
city centre Bradford station and connection to the mainline.  

Our long-running campaign calling on government and rail operators to introduce the six or 
seven trains a day to London from Shipley and Forster Square stations that they have long 
been promised.  

The recent high-profile meeting with SELRAP (Skipton East Lancashire Rail Action 
Partnership) between the Leader, the Mayor of West Yorkshire and the Shadow Secretary 
of State for Transport.  

 

Council resolves to:  

Work with the Mayor and neighbouring local authorities to take back control of the West 
Yorkshire bus network.  
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To lobby the Government for a London style bus network with the funding from Government 
to match.  

Retain the ambition to improve bus connections, grow the network and reduce ticket prices 
- focusing on areas with the lowest access to private cars. 

Continue working with the Mayor and neighbouring local authorities towards the vision of 
West Yorkshire mass transit.  

To push for an increased number of London trains to be introduced into Bradford Forster 
Square, and to increase the number of services between both Bradford stations and other 
major cities across the north of England to be delivered in time for 1st January 2025.  

To work with Department of Transport and the Department for Housing, Local Government 
and Communities to deliver a new Bradford city centre station and to put Bradford on the 
mainline.  

To continue to lobby Government in favour of the Colne to Skipton railway link which will 
free up rail capacity across the Northern part of our district and allow more direct Bradford 
to Lancashire services. 
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         Amendment J 
12.8 Better Public Transport in West Yorkshire 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 
To be seconded by: Councillor Bob Felstead 
 

• With the addition and deletion of appropriate words, the motion be amended to 
read as follows. 
 

Council Notes: 
• Bradford District and West Yorkshire have a great opportunity to improve public 

transport with mass transit, rail and buses. 

Bus 
• Bus travel is efficient and easy to use for the majority across the District with 

frequent services within the City Centre.   
 

• Rural areas have less access to bus travel particularly in an evening where services 
can end in the early evening. 

 
• An enhanced partnership with the bus operators should be implemented to bring 

service improvements quickly across the District.  Other proposals such as 
Franchising would take many years to implement and would cost hundreds of 
millions of tax-payers money.  

Mass Transit 
• We are an active partner in the plans for a mass transit service to transform 

connections in our district and across West Yorkshire. 
 

• The Mass Transit vision 2040 strategy is being developed at pace following an initial 
£200 million Government funding and the recent announcement by the Prime 
Minister of £2.5 billion for a tram system in Leeds. 

Mainline Trains 
• This council has ambitions to get Bradford on the Mainline for better rail connections 

across our District. 
 

• This Council welcomes the Government’s commitment to £2 billion investment in a 
city centre Bradford Station and connection to the mainline. 

 
• This council will continue to campaign for more trains to London from Bradford 

Forster Square and Skipton via Keighley. 

Council resolves: 
• To write to West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA)  and West Yorkshire Mayor 

calling for an enhanced partnership with bus operators to deliver service 
improvements quickly to benefit all across the District, 
 

• Work across neighbouring authorities and with WYCA on a West Yorkshire Mass 
Transit. 

 
• Work with Department of Transport and the Department for Housing, Local 

Government and Communities to deliver a new Bradford City Centre station and to 
put Bradford on the mainline. 
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         Amendment K 
12.9  Fireworks 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Julie Glentworth 
To be seconded by: Councillor Paul Sullivan  
 
With the addition and deletion of appropriate words, the motion be amended to read as 
follows 
 
Council Notes: 

• Councillors and residents across the district and many others are angry and 
dismayed at the antisocial use of fireworks, which continue to cause distress to 
people and pets at all hours of day and night. 
 

• Whilst there is no evidence to suggest that the existing powers available to the 
Council and the Police are being fully utilised, even since the approval of the 
recommendations of the 2021 cross-party Corporate Overview & Scrutiny committee 
review intended to curb the antisocial use of fireworks, it is recognised that action is 
needed at a national level because local authority powers available to deal with this 
issue could be more stringent and stronger. 
 

• Council officers, councillors, fire crews, police, VCS organisations and volunteers 
form a superb partnership effort around Bonfire Night every year, which helped result 
in fewer serious incidents last year. However, fireworks remain a blight on residents’ 
lives year-round. 
 

• When the Conservative Group brought a motion regarding the anti-social use of 
fireworks to full council a year ago, Conservative members acknowledged that the 
former Leader of the House of Commons didn’t grasp the severity of the problem in 
our and other regions.  
 

• Brilliant low-noise fireworks that give spectacular displays are available 
for people to buy and enjoy without causing harm to their neighbours and the use of 
these and small fireworks would be encouraged by the introduction of tougher rules 
for firework use. 

Council resolves: 
• To liaise with similarly affected partner councils and other stakeholders such as the 

RSPCA etc to collectively press for private legislation to extend council powers to 
alleviate the problem of the anti-social use of fireworks 
 

• To work with the aforementioned partners to organise support for a petition to 
parliament, which calls for a complete ban on the sale of Category 3 (as well as 
Category 4) fireworks to private individuals, a reduction of the maximum permitted 
noise level of fireworks sold to private individuals from the current 120 decibels down 
to 50 decibels and tougher licensing requirements and tougher punishments for 
offenders 
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Amendment L 

 
12.10 Restoring public spaces and improving access to recreation in our 
communities. 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Ferriby 
Seconded by: Councillor Jabar 
 
That with the addition of the following words the motion be amended to read as follows: 
Public spaces have a massive impact on people.  We are proud of our green spaces and 
parks yet 13 years of austerity means council services to maintain them are not as 
comprehensive as they once were.   
 
For those who can, voluntary action, adopting/maintaining a public space or sponsoring this 
sort of activity has positive effects on a local area. But it is not universal. For too many 
residents they open their doors onto a street or neighbourhood that brings them down rather 
than lifts them up. This motion looks to enhance the role of the Council to improve public 
spaces in every neighbourhood of our district. 
 
This Council notes: 
 

• Local Organisations, residents and community groups put thousands of hours into 
their local community, adopting unloved areas, cleaning neighbourhoods and helping 
authorities maintain and improve many of our most loved public spaces. As part of 
our People Can offer, we continue to support everyone in our communities, 
neighbourhoods, villages and towns to find new ways to work together, with 
communities at the heart of this by taking a shared approach discussing challenges 
and finding solutions with community-led opportunities. 

• The success of our investment of Covid Environmental Funding in the Environmental Task 
Force to improve a broad range of areas across the district. This work extended from 
community gardens, allotments, parks, woodlands, other open spaces, recreational grounds 
and tackling local environment eyesores.  

• After many years of funding cuts from central government, council budgets are at 
breaking point. However, additional new funding streams such as CAZ, Climate 
Change and Public Health Small Grants are providing support to communities, 
groups, businesses and other partners district-wide including clean-up projects 
improving biodiversity, supporting community groups to start growing food and other 
environmental wellbeing initiatives. 

• The Council Department of Place has a City of Culture 2025 readiness team that is 
focused on ensuring the major routes, towns and city centres are clean, repaired and 
ready to receive visits from across the district and beyond. 

• In the absence of sufficient and sustained government funding, grant funding for 
public spaces and voluntary action is often shorter term and small in scale.  It can 
come from many sources and often requires formalised groups in order to access it. 
This limits the scope of what and where it can be implemented.  

This Council resolves to: 
 

• Offer our sincere thanks to everyone who gives up their free time to volunteer, clean, 
clear, restore and maintain public spaces across the district. 

• Continue to offer support to individuals, groups and organisations through our 
Neighbourhood services. 

• Area Teams continue to support community groups and individuals to carry out 
community clean ups through existing resources. 
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• Ask officers to continue improving public spaces through efficient use of our reduced 
financial envelope, including through the City of Culture work that will enable similar 
activities to those undertaken by the Environmental Task Force to be delivered. In 
addition, Cleansing and Area based teams to continue to work alongside residents, 
businesses and other stakeholders to deliver environmental projects that improve the 
visual amenity of public spaces.  

• Locality Plans and Ward Plans to highlight priorities in relation to a range of 
environmental improvements such as public spaces, environment, biodiversity work, 
air quality, growing projects and much more as part of a sustainability theme. These 
priorities are to be delivered with a range of partners across the system with residents 
and other stakeholders at the heart of many interventions. 

• Ask officers to ensure community chest grants continue to be made available to 
community groups for this purpose. 
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Amendment M 
 

12.10  Restoring public spaces and improving access to recreation in our 
communities. 
 
To be moved by: Councillor Coates 
To be seconded by: Councillor Davies 
 
This Council Notes that: 

• Public spaces have a massive impact on people. The psychological, physical and 
visual impact of weed-infested footpaths, broken furniture, rights of way lost to 
brambles and countless other examples all press negatively on residents in almost 
every corner of our district. 
 

• For those who can, voluntary action, adopting/maintaining a public space or 
sponsoring this sort of activity has positive effects on a local area. But it is not 
universal. For too many residents they open their doors onto a street or 
neighbourhood that brings them down rather than lifts them up. This motion looks to 
enhance the role of the Council to improve public spaces in every neighbourhood of 
our district. 
 

• Local Organisations, residents and community groups put thousands of hours 
into their local community, adopting unloved areas, cleaning neighbourhoods 
and helping authorities maintain and improve many of our most loved public 
spaces. 
 

• Due to budget pressures, many of the council services responsible for 
looking after neighbourhoods and public spaces have been removed, reduced 
and in most cases now only function as a ‘reactive service’. 
 

• The Council Department of Place has a City of Culture 2025 readiness team 
that is focused on ensuring that all areas are clean, repaired and ready to receive 
visits from across the district and beyond. 
 

• Grant funding for public spaces and voluntary action is often shorter term and 
small in scale it can come from many sources and often requires formalised 
groups in order to access it. This limits the scope of what and where it can be 
implemented. 

 
This Council resolves to: 

• Offer our sincere thanks to everyone who gives up their free time to volunteer, 
clean, clear, restore and maintain public spaces across the district. 
 

• Continue to offer support to individuals, groups and organisations through our 
Neighbourhoods services. 
 

• ensure that all ward plans reflect environmental objectives and make use of all available 
resources to maintain and improve public spaces. 
 

• see that the Neighbourhoods service helps Councillors and residents to draw up 
‘Wards Based Environmental plans’ that will bring together public space 
improvements, environment and biodiversity work and access to recreation. 
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Amendment N 
 

12.11 Regarding the Recent Killing of Sikh Activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, Safety of 
our Sikh Community and Human Rights Concerns in India 

 
To be moved by Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe 
Seconded by Cllr Abdul Jabar 
 
That with the addition of the following words the motion be amended to read as follows: 
 
This Council notes: 
The significant contributions made by the Sikh community to our district. The Sikh 
community has enriched our cultural fabric.  Their values of peace, unity and social justice 
resonate with our diverse community. 
 
The terrible news of the shooting of Hardeep Singh Nijjar has resonated throughout the 
world.  Our condolences to his family, friends and supporters. 
 
The safety concerns nationally that the Sikh Federation have raised about safety and 
security. 
 
We should always be informed first and foremost in Bradford by our Sikh community and 
will speak up for them on any issues of concern. 
 
Bradford is a city of sanctuary. Over many years we have welcomed many people from all 
over the world to lead successful, happy lives here. Everyone has the right to live in peace 
and mutual respect. 
 
This Council Resolves to: 

• Ask the Leader of Council to meet with the leaders of our local Sikh community, thank 
them for their ongoing contribution to the success of the district and seek their views 
and any concerns they may have at this time. 

• Always support the Bradford Sikh community to make sure their voice is heard. 
• Reiterate our support for Bradford Hate Crime Alliance and encourage anyone who 

experiences hate crime or hate speech to report it. 
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